Bible Classes------- 9:30 am
Morning Worship-10:30 am
Evening Worship—6:00 p
Wed. Bible Study---1:30 pm

Ron Bartanen, Minister

WELCOME +o today's Bible class and/or

worship assembly. If you are a VISITOR, we
especially appreciate your decision to meet with us.

It is our hope that you wil return at every
onnortiinity

Have you checked our web site lately?
(www.arthurchurchofchrist.com)

Be sure to visit the “Apologetics Press”
link, now in both English and Spanish. Also
newly added: Sermon Outlines and “Family
Minutes” (Dale

“JESUS—THERE’S NONE LIKE HIM IN
AUTHORITY?” will be this morning’s message, based
on Matt. 7:21-29. Since we did not meet last
Sunday night because of weather conditions, that
being the last Sunday of the month—the night for
our monthly Song Service, we will have our singing
this evening.

CONTINUE IN PRAYER FOR: Paul, Donna, Lester,
Inez, Linda, Rodger, Lyla, Mary’s mother, my niece
(Paula), Charles Moore (Tex.), Lewis & Mary Carter
(Fla.), our service men and women, and our
nation’s and world’s leaders as peace is sought.

THINK ABOUT IT—

¢ What you think of yourself is much more
important than what others think about
you.

e Silence is foolish if we are wise, but wise
if we are foolish.

e The weak can never forgive. Forgiveness
is the attribute of the strong. --Matatma
Gandhi

Stay Humble or Stumble.

--Lantern, Highway church, Sullivan

January 3, 2010

TOLERATION

If | read the signs of the times correctly, we
consider intolerance to be the greatest sin
imaginable. Tolerance, on the other hand, has
been exalted as the chief of all virtues. And woe
be to that person who would speak out against any
religion, or claim that Christ is the only way to the
Father. Such intolerance!

Forgive me if | have the sneaking suspicion that
there are those who are willing to tolerate
everything because they believe nothing. If
everything is innocuous, toleration is easy.

Apparently, the only exception the tolerant are
willing to make is intolerance to those whom they
perceive to be intolerant. In that case, no quarter
will be given, and toleration vanishes.

but what if Caballero was right when he said,
“Error tolerates, truth condemns”?

What if Jesus was speaking the truth when he
said, “l am the truth, and the life; no one comes to
the Father, but by me”? Where is your toleration
now?

Preachers would do well to heed the words of
Elizabeth Achtemeier, “As preacher your job is to
preach the text, not apologize for it.” And that
goes for all of us who seek to share the gospel of
Christ.

--John Gipson, Little Rock, Ark.

(As the years come and go, changes take place.
The following humorous piece is a good illustration
of it. This selection is from The Cybersalt Digest.)

THE OLD DAYS

A few years back | had my old 45 RPM records out
to look through , and my daughter asked what they
were. | explained that back in the 1960s before
CDs were invented, this was how we listened to
music. | further explained how all the bands issued
singles on these “45s,” and radio stations would
rate the top 40 songs every week.

She was quite impressed as | continued
describing how one used a phonograph to play
them. | burst out laughing when she asked—
perfectly straight-faced—“Daddy, how many megs
of RAM does one of these hold?”



TRIP OF A LIFETIME

A new venture promises to take tourists to new heights. God’s offer is better.

If you’re trying to find a gift for the person who has everything, consider an offer from the deserts of
New Mexico. About 35 miles south of the town of Truth or Consequences is a developing site known as
Spaceport America. The venture, known as Virgin Galactic, is the brainchild of billionaire Richard Branson.
The fleet of spacecraft under construction will hopefully be ready to take tourists to the edge of outer
space by the year 2011. After climbing to an altitude of 70 miles above earth, passengers will ;enjoy five
minutes of weightlessness and sightseeing, and then spend the next 30 minutes gliding back to earth.

Six passengers can board each flight. Before you get too excited, however, you should know the price of
this “trip of a lifetime”: $200,000, according to the December 14, 2009 issue of Time Magazine. 300 have
already signed up for the voyage.

As exciting as that trip sounds, | know of a better offer. Virgin Galactic has not yet launched a mission
into space, but the one born of a virgin has. He invites all who are interested to join Him. Hear what He
had to say:

“Let not your heart be troubled: you believe in God, believe also in me. In my father’s house are many
mansions: if it were not so, | would have told you. | go to prepare a place for you. And if | go and prepare a
place for you, | will come again and receive you to myself, that where | am, there you may be also” (John
14:1-3, NKJV).

Paul also had information about this future voyage:

“For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with
the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with
the Lord” (1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17).

The Virgin Galactic trip lasts only for a day. After climbing high into the stratosphere, one is forced to
return to this corruptible world. Not so with the Lord’s flight. Once we are lifted up into the air, there will
be no return. Our destination will be the Father’s house for an eternity of bliss.

We’ve not yet mentioned the price of making this voyage with Jesus. Relax: you can afford it. Some of
the last words of the Bible stress that point: “And the Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’ And let him who
hears say, “Come!’ And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely”
(Revelation 22:17).

Reservations can be made today. Get in the line that started on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:37-39) and
claim your seat!

--Tim Hall; submitted by Larry Miles

(NOTE: Are you ready to take the flight that the Lord offers? The beginning of a new year should serve as
a reminder that it is the Lord’s desire to eventually “make all things new” (Revelation 21:5). He begins with
making those who follow Him new. Paul wrote, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature:
old things are passed away: behold, all things are become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17). When one in faith and
repentance accepts the Lord Jesus, who was crucified for our sins, buried and raised to glory, being
baptized into Christ, that one is raised with Christ to “walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:3-4). The
destination of those who enter this new life will be that spoken of by the apostle Peter: “Nevertheless we,
according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness” (2 Peter
3:13). Get ready. The day for launching may be nearer than you think. -Ron)

(The following poem has been around a long time, but it’s one that is timeless. It’s one of my favorites.)

A NEW LEAF

He came to my desk with quivering lip— The lesson was done.
“Dear teacher, | want a new leaf,” he said, “I've spoiled this one.”
| took the old leaf, stained and blotted, And | gave him a new one all unspotted.

And into his sad eyes | smiled, “Do better, now, my child.”



| went to the throne with a quivering soul— The year was done.
“Dear Father, hast thou a new leaf for me? I've spoiled this one.”
He took the old leaf, stained and blotted, And gave me a new one, all unspotted.
And into my sad heart He smiled, “Do better, now, my child.”
--Author unknown

“THE AVERAGE man’s life consists of twenty years of having his mother ask him where he’s going, forty years of
having his wife ask the same question, and at the end, mourners also wondering where he’s going.”

--Trib-Bits, Decatur Tribune, 12-9-‘09



