
Arthur Church of Christ, 415 West 4th Street, Arthur, IL 61911  
Web site address http://arthurchurchofchrist.com  E-mail address   ron33dor@yahoo.com 

THE SOWER 

     ARE WE THANKFUL FOR OUR FREEDOM? 

  

     (Friday, as a nation, we celebrated our 232
nd

 year of 

independence.  For many it meant simply another day 

off from work and an opportunity to bring out the grill 

and perhaps watch some fireworks.  For too few it was 

an occasion to contemplate how blessed we are as a 

nation to enjoy the freedoms guaranteed us by our 

Constitution.  Two we often take for granted are the 

freedom of religion and the freedom of speech.  Not 

everyone in our world enjoys these blessings.  The 

following is a portion of a letter by a former Muslim 

sent to us by World Bible School, a Christian effort to 

convey the gospel through tracts and Bible 

Correspondence Courses.  I believe that as we read 

such letters as this, we should be ever so thankful for 

our freedoms.  There is no guarantee that freedoms 

such as we have will always be available to us.) 

  

Dear friend of WBS, 

  

     “Shhh! Doka, don’t speak of this!” 

  

     My schoolmate was frantic.  “It is a World Bible 

School lesson from the United States! Leave it alone.”  

You see, the Islamic threat to the world is real to us.

In our home in Northern Nigeria, Muslim law is 

extreme.  Christianity is taught to be a lie.  Christians 

are to be dealt with swiftly and harshly.  But I couldn’t 

resist my teenage curiosity.  I picked up the lesson 

from a WBS teacher named “Mr. White.”  I eagerly 

completed it and mailed it to a faraway place called 

“Missouri”.   

  

     And praise God that I did! Through my WBS lessons 

I learned the real truth.  Jesus is not just another 

prophet…but the Son of God, my Savior.  But no one 

would come to our town to baptize me, fearing the 

wrath of the Muslim population.  Instead, I traveled 

five hours to the south to be baptized into Jesus 

Christ. 

  

     It has not been easy.  When my WBS teacher sent 

me my first Bible—my first-ever package in the 
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mail!—the postmaster rebuked me and burned it before 

my eyes.  At my home, I lived in fear and secrecy.  As my 

Christian walk became obvious to my family, my father 

threatened me.  “Your body will lie there”—he drew a 

line on the ground—“if you do not abandon this 

Christianity!”  Indeed, I survived vicious attempts on my 

life.  Once a truck killed my sister and left me for dead.  

This because I would not give up my newfound Treasure.  

I trusted the promise that “the One who is in you is 

greater than the one who is in the world” (1 John 4:4)…. 

  

In the name of Jesus Christ, 

  

Obadiah Ahimiku Doka 

  

     (Obadiah Abimiku Doka is now preaching the gospel as 

an evangelist in Nigeria in spite of the hardships in 

bringing the word of God to people ensnared in this 

“peaceful religion.”  World Bible School is producing and 

printing WBS courses for Muslims.  If you wish to have 

fellowship in this ministry, the WBS address is PO Box 

2169, Cedar Park, Tex. 78630, or you may contact them 

at wbsinfo@worldbibleschool.net., ) 
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 “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ 

hath made us free, and be not entangled again with 

the yoke of bondage…. For brethren, ye have been 

called unto liberty: only use not liberty for an occasion 

to the flesh, but by love serve one another” (Galatians 

5:1, 13). 

 

• WELCOME to today’s Bible class and/or 

worship assembly.  If you are a VISITOR, we 

want to give you a special welcome.  It is our 

hope that you will return at every opportunity. 

 

• “FREEDOM” will be the topic of this morning’s 

message, and Luke 4:16-21 will be the reading.  

This evening’s lesson will be, “Without God,” 

and the reading will be Ephesians 2:11-22. 

• NEXT SUNDAY morning’s message will be, 

“The Fast Accepted of God,” with Isaiah 58:1-

14 as the reading.  The evening lesson will be, 

“But God…”, and the reading will be Luke 

12:13-21. 

  

• BIBLE CLASSES: Wednesday evening’s study 

will begin with “XLIV. Other Especially 

Influential Persons and Leaders” on the latest 

study-outline in our church-history series.  

Next Sunday we should be in the latter part of 

Acts 21 or early part of Acts 22. 

  

• THE POTTER CHILDREN’S HOME VAN is to be 

in our area next week.  A box is under the 

literature table to receive donations of 

commodities or checks.  Items suggested are 

alkaline D batteries, Lucky Charms cereal, 

chicken boullion cubes, and Clorox Disinfectant 

Wipes. If you have a change-for-children tube, 

please return it—hopefully with some coins in 

it.  Checks should be made out to Potter’s 

Children’s Home. All items and donations 

should be in by next Sunday. 
  
 

     
 

CHILD-HUMOR 
  

    A young girl of 4 was told she needed an X-ray after an 

accident.  Her mother tried to calm her down, but she was 

still nervous when the time came for the X-ray.  When she 

came out of the X-ray room, however, she seemed relaxed 

and just fine.   

   “They took a picture of my bones,” she told her 

mother. 

   “Yes, dear,” replied the mother.  “Did everything 

go alright?” 

   “Yeah,” said the girl.  “It was great! I didn’t even 

have to take my skin off, or anything!” 

 

Please visit our  web site: 
 

http://arthurchurchofchrist.com 

  
“The issue today is the same as it has been throughout 
all history: whether man shall be allowed to govern 
himself or be ruled by a small elite.” (Thomas 
Jefferson) 

--Decatur Herald’s Trib-Bits
A Gem From the Internet (Thanks to whoever 
sent it to me.  I’ve edited it some.) 
  
This should probably be taped to your bathroom 
mirror where one could read it every day. 
  
1. There are at least two people in this world that 
you would die for. 
2. At least 15 people in this world love you in 
some way. 
3. The only reason anyone would ever hate you is 
because they want to be just like you. 
4. A smile from you can bring happi-ness to 
anyone, even if they don’t like you. 
5. Every night, SOMEONE thinks about you 
before they go to sleep. 
6. You mean the world to someone. 
7. You are special and unique. 
8. When you make the biggest mistake ever, 
something good comes from it. 
9. Always remember the compliments you 
received.  Forget about the rude remarks. 
10. Happiness keeps you Sweet, Trials keep you 
Strong, Sorrows keep you Human;, Life keeps 
you Humble, Success keeps you Glowing, But 
only God keeps you Going. 
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Remember in prayer: 

 
 Paul is about the same.  His arthritis is especially troubling.  He and Nadine are with their daughter, Vicky, in 

Michigan. ***Boyd’s gout has improved.  *** Continue to remember Dean, Inez, Lyla, Doris, Lester, Woody, 

Rodger,Charles Moore (Tex.), Lewis Carter (Ind./Fla.), our service men and women, and our nation’s and 

world’s leaders as they seek a way for peace. 

  

 


