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THE SOWER 

     A grandmother and a little girl whose face was sprinkled 

with bright red freckles spent the day at the zoo.  The 

children were waiting in line to get their cheeks painted by a 

local artist who was decorating them with tiger paws.  

“You’ve got so many freckles, there’s no place to paint!” a 

boy in the line cried. 
  

     Embarrassed, the little girl dropped her head.  Her 

grandmother knelt down next to her.  “I love your 

freckles,” she said.  “Not me,” the girl replied.  “Well, 

when I was a little girl I always wanted freckles,” she 

said, tracing her finger across the child’s cheek.  

“Freckles are beautiful!” 

  

     The girl looked up.  “Really?”  “Of course,” said the 

grandmother.  “Why just name me one thing that’s 

prettier than freckles.” 

  

     The little girl peered into the old woman’s smiling 

face.  “Wrinkles,” she answered softly. 

  

     What a beautiful story of love! How wonderful it is 

when those who are filled with the wisdom that 

comes with age can still see the beauty in those who 

are younger and have much to learn.  And how 

wonderful when those just learning to spread their 

wings can see the beauty in those who have flown so 

long they have grown weary of flying. 

  

     “The glory of young men is their strength, and the 

splendor of old men is their gray head” (Proverbs 

20:29). 

  

With a heart of love, may we see the beauty of God’s 

children, both young and old. 

 

--Shelbyville church bulletin, May 11, ‘08
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CHRIST: THE INCOMPARABLE 
  

     In Philippians 3 Paul took out all his prized 

possessions, one by one, and looked them over.  They 

were the kind of things people ooh and aah over and 

sometimes wish they had.  Paul himself thought highly of 

them, but after looking them over he said, “Still, 

compared with Christ and what I have in him, these are 

all no better than rubbish.” 

     He then goes on to say that he actually suffered the 

loss of all these.  It was more than thinking of them as 

dispensable; he actually suffered the loss of them (3:7-8).  

and he took out all the sufferings and losses and looked 

them over.  They were the kind of losses that people 

understandably stagger under and sob about.  Paul 

himself keenly felt all his losses.  He was no Stoic, but 

after examining them in detail he said, “But they aren’t 

worthy to be compared with the glory I find in Christ 

Jesus and will one day experience in full.” 

--Ty Nicol, Kemp church bulletin

  

     (IN A WORLD of both affluence and deprivation, and 

of pleasures and pain, it is well to remember that for the 

child of God that which is lasting is found only in 
Christ.  Is your life surrendered to Him?) 
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“BE FULL OF JOY NOW” will be this morning’s 

message, with Philippians 4:4-7 as the reading. 

   

• ALL ARE INVITED to join us in a potluck 

following this morning’s  assembly. If you can 

stay a while longer,  join with us in a Song 

Service.  The potluck is in recognition of those 

with birthdays and anniversaries in June and 

July.  Those with birthdays in June were: Lester 

Wilson (6-9), Eva Wheeler (6-24) and Donna 

Dyer (6-21).  Anniversary folks in June were 

Doris and I (6-1) and Mary & Nim Gray (6-30).  

Those with birthdays in July will be Barb 

Stenger (7-1) and Paul Ryherd (7-20).  Folks 

with anniversaries will be Barb & Boyd Stenger 

(7-8) and Donna & Rodger Dyer (7-15).  We 

wish Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary 

to all these.   

  

• NEXT SUNDAY morning’s lesson will be, 

“Freedom,” with Luke 4:16-21 as the reading.  

The evening message will be, “Without God,” 

and the reading will be Ephesians 2:11-22.  

 

• BIBLE CLASSES: Wednesday evening’s study 

will begin with “XLIII. David Lipscomb” on our 

latest study-sheet, as we continue our series 

on church history.  We are considering now 

some of the prior leaders in the Restoration 

Movement. Next Sunday we should be near 

the end of Acts 20, or the early part of chapter 

21, depending on this morning’s progress. 

 

• CHURCHES OF CHRIST DISASTER RESPONSE 

TEAM (DRT) APPEAL: The DRT from the 

Melbourne Church of Christ in West 

Melbourne, Fla. is working in Cedar Rapids, 

Iowa, assisting in relief and cleanup efforts.  

Flood damage has affected 8 church-families, 

plus thousands of others.  Not only are 

volunteers needed, but also supplies and 

financial donations.  See the letter on the 

bulletin board for details. To donate, 

contributions may be sent to Churches of 

Christ Disaster Response Team, Melbourne 

Church of Christ, 810 Hollywood Blvd., W. 

Melbourne, FL 32904, or visit the website 

www.churchofchristdrt.org or 

www.sisasterresponseteam.blogspot.com.  

  

A CLJ ATTORNEY, Mark Troobnick, who testified 

before the Congressional Joint Committee on Taxation, 

says: “In hundreds of cases, the IRS has demonstrated 

the worst abuse of power in the history of our country, 

and now it wants more power to monitor and control 

our churches.  Any pastor or church that speaks out on 

moral standards for political office-holders is a 

potential IRS target.”  

--Decatur Herald, Trib-Bits, 3-21-’07

(It’s strange to me that some churches can even have 

candidates speak, while attacking other candidates from 

their pulpits, and others cannot even bring up moral issues) 

 

Please visit our  web site: 
 

http://arthurchurchofchrist.com 

Make a joyful praise unto God, all ye lands: sing 

forth the honour of his name: make his praise 

glorious” (Psalms 66:1-2). 

 

    WELCOME to today’s Bible class and/or 

worship assembly.  If you are a VISITOR, we are 

especially thankful for your decision to share this 

time with us.  It is our hope that you will return at 

every opportunity. 

 

    Among our visitors, as in the past 3 Sundays, are 

several from the Hammond congregation.  Recent 

flooding of their church house basement resulted in 

what has appeared to be black mold, which can be 

very unhealthy.  As a consequence, members have 

been with us Sunday mornings.  To our brothers and 

sisters from Hammond we want to say that although 

your being out of your building has been a troubling 

inconvenience to you, it has been a privilege for us at 

Arthur to extend a warm hand of fellowship to you.  It 

has been an opportunity for us to get to know one 

another better.  We don’t know if this will be your 

last Sunday to be with us, but we want you to know 

that when you go back to your own building we will 

greatly miss you.  As close as we are to one another, 

we should make an effort to have more association 

with one another.  We would be open to any 

suggestions in this matter. 
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• THE POTTER CHILDREN’S HOME VAN is scheduled to be here the week of July 13.  Items needed are alkaline 

D batteries, Lucky Charms cereal, chicken boullion cubes and Clorox Disinfectant Wipes.  Cash donations to 

assist with the purchase of perishable items would also be appreciated.  Checks should be made out to Potter 

Children’s Home.  All items and donations should be in by July 13. 

 

• PRAY FOR: Paul has been released from the hospital, and is at Vickie’s (address-- Mr. & Mrs. Gene 

Cecchini, 48030 Manorwood Dr., Northville, MI 48167.  It is believed his infection has cleared up, but 

still has other health problems.  *** Boyd has a bad case of gout.  *** Lester has not been doing 

well.  *** Rodger has dizziness and blurred vision.  They’re trying to find the cause.  *** Continue to 

remember Inez, Dean, lyla, Doris, Woody, Charles Moore (Tex.), Lewis Carter (Ind./Fla.), our men and 

women in service, and our nation’s leaders as a means for peace is sought. 

 


