
Arthur Church of Christ, 415 West 4th Street, Arthur, IL  61911 
http://arthurchurchofchrist.com    E-mail address   ron33dor@yahoo.com 

THE    SOWER 

The Six S’s of the Savior 
  

• Seek – “for the Son of Man has come to seek…that 

which was lost” (Luke 19:10). 

• Serve – “For even the Son of Man did not come to 

be served, but to serve…” (Mark 10:45). 

• Suffer – “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the 

just for the unjust, that He might bring us to 

God…” (1 Peter 3:18). 

• Sacrifice – “…as Christ also has loved us and given 

Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God 

for a sweet-smelling aroma” (Eph. 5:2). 

• Sanctify – “Therefore Jesus also, that He might 

sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered 

outside the gate” (Hebrews 13:12). 

• Save – “This is a faithful saying and worthy of all 

acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world 

to save sinners…” (1 Timothy 1:15). 

--Edd Sterchi, Yorktown Rd. bulletin, 

Logansport, Ind.

 
CONFIDENCE 

  

     Not too long ago a Gallup poll highlighted the 

public’s confidence in organized religion is down 

compared to a year ago.  Less than half those polled 

had confidence in such institutions.  What did those 

people polled have more confidence in? The military.  

Ironic, isn’t it? One institution seeks to destroy life 

when called upon, and the other seeks to redeem life.  

Yet, it is the latter that some have little confidence in.  

In what do you have confidence? I have confidence in 

the Lord Jesus.  No matter how bad things get—and 

they can get pretty bad—it is to Him I turn.  Peter 

answered the Lord’s question when he said, “Lord, to 

whom shall we go?” Peter’s answer is my answer.  I 

don’t have answers to many things in this world, but I 

know One who does.  Do you know Him?

--Ron Thomas, Sullivan, IL 

 
“Gratitude is the heart’s memory.” (French 
proverb) 

 

Times of Worship 
 

 
Bible Classes…………..….…..9:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship……..……...10:30 a.m. 

Evening Worship…………...…6:00 p.m. 

Wed. Bible Study……….........6:00  p.m. 

 

Ron Bartanen, Minister 

June 22, 2008 

WELCOME to today’s Bible class and/or 
worship assembly.  If you are a VISITOR, we 
especially appreciate your decision to meet with us.  
It is our hope that you will return at every 
opportunity. 
 
Have you visited our website lately? 
(www.arthurchurchofchrist.com) 
 

Be sure to check out the “Christian 
Evidences”/”Apologetics Press” links Now in both 
English and Spanish. 
 

“Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into 

his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless 

his name”  (Psalms 100:4). 

 

    WELCOME to today’s Bible class and/or worship 

assembly.  If you are a VISITOR, we especially appreciate 

your decision to meet with us today in honor and praise 

of our Lord.  We hope you will return at every 

opportunity 
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                                                        HEDGED IN 
  

Job 1:9-10 says, "Satan answered the Lord and said, 'Does Job fear God for nothing? Have you not made a 

hedge around him;, around his household, and around all that he has on every side? You have blessed the work of his 

hands and his possessions have increased in the land." 
 

      When my family and I were living in the Minneapolis area several years ago, a group of self-appointed do-

gooders decided that the wolves in the Como Zoo in St. Paul needed to be set free, so they cut open a hole in the 

fence where the wolves were penned.  The wolves, however, did not come out, so these people decided they would 

coax them out by placing meat just outside of the hole they had cut in the fence.  Still, those Minnesota timber 

wolves remained where they were, completely contented. 
 
      Some years ago a group of educators decided to remove the chain-link fence that encircled their elementary 

school's playground  They believed the fence promoted feelings of confinement and restraint.  But then a curious 

thing happened.  They noticed that as soon as the fence was removed, the children huddled in the center of the 

playground to play.  Unknown to the "experts," the children had actually gained a sense of security from the 

presence of the fence, just as the wolves in the Como Zoo bad. 
 
      It was this same kind of security that Satan recognized in the life of Job.  Figuratively speaking, God had 

placed a hedge or fence around Job and all he possessed in order to protect him from evil.  Job was hemmed in on all 
sides by this hedge, but it was not a matter of constraint; it was a matter of security.  He could live confidently, 
knowing that nothing could reach him without first having to go through God's hedge of protection. 
 
      Every believer today can have that same assurance.  The Bible provides us with a first line of defense.  The 

commandments and exhortations that some people view as divine restrictions are really God’s protection plans.  
Their purpose is to prevent us from engaging in behavior that will hurt us.  In addition, we even have the omnipotent 
hands of God encircling our lives each and every day.  No disaster or calamity can touch us that will separate us from 
our Heavenly Father.  Only those things that God knows ultimately will prove to be for our good are allowed to 

penetrate this divine hedge.  So, do not recoil against the restrictions God places in your life.  They are hedges for 
your security and for your protection.  Rejoice that God has his arms underneath you (Deuteronomy 33:27) and His 
hands behind you, before you and over you (Psalm 139:5).  You are totally encompassed by His hedge of protection.  

Inside God’s hedge you are safe! Remember always that God’s hedges are built for protection, not imprisonment.                            
–David Ferguson, Mattoon, IL 

 

TREE FROM 2000-YEAR-OLD SEED IS DOING WELL 
  

   A recent AP item told of a tree, named “Methuselah,” that has grown from a seed dated scientifically at some 
2000 years.  The 3-year-old 4-foot tree is considered a restoration of the extinct Judean date palm, once prized 
for both its fruit and medicinal benefits.  The principal of life was in the seed, in spite of the passing of two 
millennia. 

  

    There is another seed of even greater significance, and that is the seed of the kingdom of God—God’s word 
(Luke 8:11).  When planted in human hearts it will produce the same fruit as it did almost 2000 years ago—
Christians. Paul wrote of the gospel of Christ, “… it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that 
believeth…” (Rom. 1:16).  The passing of time cannot diminish its power.  Untampered with, it will produce 
simply undenominational Christians.  As almost 2000 years ago those who believed the gospel, repented and 
were baptized were granted forgiveness and added by the Lord to the church (Acts 2:36-47), it is just as true 
today.    The message of Christ crucified and risen from the dead still changes hearts and lives when it is accepted 
and obeyed.                                         --Ron 
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News And Notes 

 

 
 

• “GOD DEALS WITH THE SINFUL HEART” will be the morning message, with Ezekiel 36:25-32
as the reading.  This evening I plan to speak on “Satan’s Sin,” and Genesis 3:1-6 will be the 
reading. 

  
• NEXT SUNDAY morning’s lesson will be, “BE FULL OF JOY NOW!”   The reading will be

Philippians 4:4-7. 
 

• BIRTHDAY-FELLOWSHIP-POTLUCK & SONG SERVICE: Next Sunday, following our 
morning service, we will have our birthday and anniversary fellowship with a potluck. And, it being 
the last Sunday of the month, wewill have our monthly song service afterwards, rather than that 
evening.  We hope you can be with us. 

  
• BIBLE CLASSES: Wednesday evening’s study will begin a new lesson sheet, which I hope to have 

ready by that time. In our study of church history we are currently noting some of the influential 
leaders in the Restoration Movement.  There are valuable lessons to be learned from history, and 
also to be gained is a better appreciation for those who have sacrificially gone before us. 

  
• THE POTTER CHILDREN’S HOME van will be in our area for a pick-up of commodities and 

donations the week of July 14.  Commodity items requested from us would be Alkaline D batteries, 
Lucky Charms cereal, chicken bouillion cubes, and Clorox Disinfectant Wipes.  Donations of 
checks and change cans would go towards perishable food items. Extra change cans are in the stand 
in the foyer.   

  
• BE IN PRAYER for those who are ill.  Paul is still battling an infection, but hopes are for him to 

soon be able to be moved to their daughter’s (Vicky’s) home in Michigan.  At that time, mail can be 
sent to Paul and Nadine in care ofMr. & Mrs. Gene Cecchini, 48030 Manorwood Dr., Northville, 
MI 48167.  *** Lester was able to be back with us Wednesday. He is recovering from surgery for 
carpal tunnel syndrome. *** Inez has also been able to be with us.  *** Continue to remember 
Dean, Lyla, Doris, Woody (he was able to be with us Sunday night), Rodger, Charles Moore (Tex.), 
Lewis Carter (Ind./Fla.), our men and women in service, and our nation’s and world’s leaders as 
they seek a way for peace. 

 


